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October 8, 2004 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Marlene H. Dortch, Esq. 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 

Re: ET Docket No. 04-37 – Ex Parte Notice 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On October 7, 2004, John Bartlett of this firm, and I met with Jennifer Manner, 
Legal Advisor to Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy, to discuss the concerns that 
ARINC (Aeronautical Radio Incorporated) has raised in this proceeding regarding 
the possibility for interference to air traffic control (ATC) and aeronautical 
operational control (AOC) communications from broadband over power line 
systems operating on the Aeronautical Mobile(R) high frequencies.   

We noted that the ARINC HF network provides ATC communications for the FAA 
and AOC for the airlines and other aircraft operators.  Each month the network 
handles some 200,000 messages.  Emergencies are handled about ten times per 
week.  About 80% of the traffic is ATC.  The ATC communications are conducted 
using voice as are some of the AOC communications.  In addition, nonvoice data 
mode is also used for AOC operations.  Aircraft transmissions are conducted with 
100 to 400 watts of power coupled into inefficient antennas.  This often produces 
very weak signals at ground stations.  Accordingly, we explained that the ARINC 
radio operators handle the ATC and AOC traffic and that these trained operators 
routinely receive messages that are at or below the noise floor.  Thus, ATC and 
AOC communications are highly dependent on the maintenance of a low noise 
environment, which could be compromised by BPL operations.   

In addition, we explained that ARINC has received harmful interference to 
reception on 3013 kHz at its Half Moon Bay, California, receiving site from what 
are believed to be Part 15 power line carrier devices.  This interference, which has 
forced ARINC to abandon use of this frequency at the site, has been under 
investigation for months by the FCC.  We urged that the Aeronautical Mobile (R) 
frequencies, which constitute less than five percent of the HF band, not be used for 
BPL operations unless and until experience has demonstrated that operations can be 
carried out without interference.  If the Commission moves forward with allowing 
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BPL operations in this safety service, we urged that it require prior coordination 
with ARINC for BPL operations within 15 miles of the ARINC HF receiving 
facilities and that BPL operators be required to provide a point of contact for safety 
service licensees to communicate with in order that interference might be resolved 
expeditiously. 

Copies of the materials supplied during the meeting are attached. 

Respectfully, 
 
David E. Hilliard 
 
David E. Hilliard 
Counsel for ARINC  
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